
Gestapo/SS Case File Index (1930s–1940s): 

Content Analysis 

This report examines a historical document titled “Gestapo SS Case File Index 

(Alphabetical Register, 1930s–1940s)”, analyzing its purpose, content and formatting, the 

implications of its structure for Nazi police operations, its historical context, notable patterns, 

and linguistic/archival features. The index is an extensive alphabetical register of individuals 

tracked by Nazi security agencies during the Third Reich. Each section below addresses one 

aspect of the document in detail. 

Purpose of the Index 

The Gestapo/SS case file index was created as an internal reference tool for Nazi security 

and judicial agencies. Its primary purpose was to catalog individuals who were under 

investigation, surveillance, or legal prosecution by the Gestapo (Secret State Police), the SS 

security apparatus (including the SD, Sicherheitsdienst, the SS intelligence service), and 

related judicial authoritiesirvingcollection.orgirvingcollection.org. In essence, it served as a 

master name index to case files, enabling officials to quickly find a person’s record and see 

which agency or court had a file on them. The index supported the administrative function of 

surveillance and repression – it was part of the bureaucratic machinery that underpinned 

Nazi policing and persecutionirvingcollection.org. By listing each subject’s personal details 

and file references, the index allowed different organs of the regime (police, Gestapo, courts, 

etc.) to coordinate information. This suggests it was likely maintained by the Gestapo’s 

central office or RSHA (Reich Security Main Office) as a comprehensive registry of 

“enemies” and suspects of the state, though local Gestapo offices might have contributed 

information. Ultimately, the index’s purpose was to document and streamline the tracking 

of individuals considered threats or targets – whether for political crimes, resistance 

activities, racial reasons, or other causes – across the Nazi security 

bureaucracyirvingcollection.org. 

Notably, this is not a narrative or investigative report, but a raw administrative register. It 

does not describe what each person did; instead it records identifying data and file numbers. 

This supports internal workflow (e.g. pulling a dossier when a name comes up) rather than 

informing any public narrative. In summary, the index was a tool of organizational memory 

for the Nazi police state, ensuring that no targeted individual escaped the paper trail. As the 

product description concisely states, it is a “bureaucratic register… documenting the 

administrative machinery of repression”irvingcollection.org. 

Content and Structure of the Index 

Format: The document is a continuous alphabetical list of names (surname followed by 

given name) covering approximately 1,291 pagesirvingcollection.orgirvingcollection.org. 

Entries are arranged by surname (A to Z) and appear as single-line records with multiple data 

fields in a consistent orderirvingcollection.org. The overall arrangement is strictly 

alphabetical, indicating that it likely consolidates what might have originally been a card 

catalog or ledger into one sequenceirvingcollection.org. Each page contains many entries, and 

the typography suggests it was typewritten in a tabular format (possibly with multiple 
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columns per page). The surviving copy is digitized from microfilm, and while the OCR text 

is imperfect (due to blurred or Gothic script characters), the content structure is 

discernibleirvingcollection.org. 

Typical Entry Elements: Each entry in the index typically includes several key pieces of 

information about an individualirvingcollection.org: 

• Name: Surname followed by given name (e.g. “Müller, Josef”). Women’s entries 

sometimes include a maiden name preceded by “geb.” (short for geboren, “born as”) 

if they had married – indicating the original surname. Aliases or code names are 

occasionally noted as well (e.g. “alias X”), reflecting if a person was known by 

another name. 

• Date of Birth: Usually given as day, month, and year. This was crucial for 

identification, since many people shared common names. For example, an entry might 

read “Schmidt, Karl – 3.5.1902” indicating 3 May 1902 as the birthdate. 

• Place of Birth or Residence: Typically the town or city associated with the person, 

often their birthplace and/or last known residence. For German locales, the entry 

might just list the city (sometimes with an abbreviation of province or region in 

parentheses, e.g. “Berlin (Charlottenburg)” or “Leipzig (Ob. Schlesien)” for a smaller 

town with regional designation)irvingcollection.org. Occupied territories and foreign 

towns appear as well, often with their Germanized names (e.g. Bromberg for 

Bydgoszcz, Lemberg for Lviv) or with country/region noted. 

• Case File References: A series of abbreviated codes and numbers indicating file 

numbers or dossier identifiers from various agencies. These are perhaps the most 

cryptic part of each entry. Common formats and abbreviations 

includeirvingcollection.org: 

o “8 Js [number]/[year]” – The prefix Js likely stands for “Justizsache” 

(judicial case), indicating a criminal case file from a prosecutor’s office or 

court. For example, “8 Js 1234/41” could be a case number 1234 from 1941 

in a certain jurisdiction (the leading number might correspond to a specific 

court district or file series). 

o “SABI [number] (xx)” – This appears to be an archive or case code, probably 

related to the Staatsanwaltschaft Berlin (State Prosecutor’s Office in Berlin) or 

a central prosecutorial indexirvingcollection.org. The Irving collection notes 

interpret “SABI” as likely “StA Berlin”. An example entry might have “Berlin 

— SABI 4400 (21)”, suggesting a Berlin state archive file 4400, with a page or 

section number in parentheses. 

o Gestapo/Police Codes: Abbreviations like “K I n – V”, “Vorb”, “BV”, “K 

L”, “ED”, “Kr.”, etc., which seem to be internal police or Gestapo 

designations. For instance, “Vorb” could stand for Vorbereitung or 

Vorbeugung, possibly indicating a preliminary investigation or preventive 

custody caseirvingcollection.org. “BV” in Gestapo context often denoted 

“Besonderer Vorfall” or was used as a shorthand for Berufsverbrecher 

(habitual criminal) in police files – in the index it might mark someone as a 

preventive detention case (BV-Häftling), a category the Gestapo used for 

career criminals or other “asocial” individuals held without trial. “K I n – V” 

might refer to a particular Gestapo unit or division and a case type (possibly 

Kommissariat I, nachrichtendienst – Vorgang, indicating an SD/Gestapo 

intelligence file)irvingcollection.org. These codes are typically followed by 

numbers (file numbers or dates). For example, an entry could read “… 
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Gestapo Hamburg BV 2446 – V”, combining a city (Hamburg), the code BV, 

and a file number 2446. 

o Court or Police District info: Sometimes the references include court names 

or police departments. Acronyms like “Lg.” or “AG” can appear, which likely 

stand for Landgericht (regional court) or Amtsgericht (local court), along with 

a case type (e.g. Ls for Landsgerichtssache or Strafsache). Major cities such as 

Berlin, Hamburg, Breslau, Königsberg are frequently mentioned, indicating 

the jurisdiction or office that handled the caseirvingcollection.org. For 

instance, “… Berlin Kr. B IV 960/41” might mean Berlin criminal case 

(Kriminal) department B IV, file #960 of 1941. 

• Additional Notations: Many entries contain a “+” sign or a semicolon, separating 

multiple references. This means an individual could have more than one case or file. 

For example, one person’s entry might list a court case number + a Gestapo file code, 

indicating parallel legal and police recordsirvingcollection.org. In the OCR text we 

see instances of entries with two or three file numbers separated by “+”, implying the 

person was involved in several recorded incidents or was tracked by multiple offices. 

Occasionally, there are parentheses with letters or numbers after a reference (e.g. (64) 

or (B)), possibly denoting sub-file numbers, page numbers in a ledger, or 

classification codes. 

Example: A sample page from the index is shown below, illustrating entries under the letter 

“L.” Each line lists an individual’s surname and given name, birth date, place, the names of 

their father and mother (for identification), and the relevant authority and case file numbers 

associated with that person. For instance, one can observe an entry like “Liebmann, 

Hermann – 5.11.1898 – Hamburg – Vater: Franz Liebmann, Mutter: Anna Liebmann – 

Gestapo Hamburg BV 2445” (hypothetical reconstruction). This format demonstrates how 

much personal detail was captured. The inclusion of parents’ names in some entries (as seen 

in the column headers “Vater” and “Mutter”) underscores the regime’s thoroughness in 

identifying individuals—linking them to family lineage was another way to avoid confusion 

between persons with similar namesirvingcollection.org. Not every entry will have all these 

fields filled (for example, some might lack parent data or have unknown birthplaces noted 

with a “?”), but the template remains consistent. 

Overall, the content structure is highly standardized. The index is not narrative – it contains 

no descriptions of crimes or activities. It is purely metadata: a spreadsheet-like compilation 

of personal data and reference codes. This rigidity reflects the bureaucratic mindset of the 

Gestapo and SS: people were reduced to entries in a registry, identifiable by name and 

number. The formatting also suggests the index might have been printed from a database or 

card system. Margins and spacing are uniform across pages, implying it was an official 

compilation likely prepared as a bound volume or microfilmed reportirvingcollection.org. 

Implications of the Index’s Structure (Ideas Expressed) 

The nature and structure of this index speak volumes about the priorities and operating 

methods of the Gestapo and SS. First, the existence of such a comprehensive, alphabetized 

catalog shows the emphasis these agencies placed on systematic surveillance and record-

keeping. The Gestapo and SS prided themselves on bureaucratic control; every person 

deemed suspicious or important to the regime’s security was to be documented and filed. The 

index’s meticulous detail (down to birth dates and multiple cross-referenced case numbers) 

suggests a prioritization of identification and tracking. In practice, this allowed the secret 
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police to cross-check any individual’s profile instantly: if someone was arrested or came 

under scrutiny, officers could consult the index to see if that person had prior cases or was 

known to any branch of the security apparatusirvingcollection.org. This reflects an 

operational priority of information centralization – a hallmark of modern policing adopted 

zealously by the Nazi regime. 

Several implications and insights emerge from how the index is organized: 

• Integration of Police and Judicial Systems: The blending of Gestapo/SS notations 

with judicial case numbers in one entry shows how closely the secret police worked 

with the formal justice system. The Gestapo had authority to put people into 

“protective custody” (often leading to concentration camp imprisonment) without 

judicial process, yet we see court case references (like Js files) alongside Gestapo 

codes. This indicates a coordinated effort: many individuals were both police subjects 

and court defendants, or moved from police custody to court trials and vice versa. 

The administrative structure of the Nazi state allowed information flow between the 

SS-police complex and the judiciary. The index captures this fusion – a person’s entry 

might show, for example, a Gestapo preventive detention file and a People’s Court 

indictment number. Such an index would help different agencies enforce one 

another’s actions (e.g., a judge could see if Gestapo had a hold on someone, or the 

Gestapo could see if a prosecutor was already handling a case). It reveals the “One 

State” approach to repression: all instruments of power working from the same 

ledger. 

• Surveillance and Preventive Policing: The presence of abbreviations like “Vorb” 

(likely indicating Vorbeugung, preventive action) and “BV” (which, as noted, was 

used for habitual criminals slated for preventive arrest) shows that the regime’s 

preventive policing philosophy was baked into their records. The Gestapo and Kripo 

(criminal police) targeted individuals not only for crimes committed, but for who they 

were (e.g. “professional criminals,” “asocials,” or political dissidents who might 

offend in the future). The index’s inclusion of those categories (not explicitly labeled 

as such, but implied by codes) demonstrates the ideological enforcement at work: 

people were catalogued as threats due to class, race, or political label, not just 

individual guilt. For example, a Communist activist might appear with a security 

police file noting “Kommunist – Vorb. [preliminary investigation]” or a Jewish 

person might be listed with multiple references as the Nazi agencies built a case for 

deportation or asset seizure. 

• Racial and Political Priorities: While the index itself is just names and codes, the 

patterns of those names (discussed more below) reflect Nazi racial policies. The fact 

that it includes many Jewish and Slavic surnamesirvingcollection.org suggests that 

tracking those populations was a priority. One can infer that a Jewish person in Nazi 

Germany (or occupied Europe) who had any police or legal file would be indexed 

here – whether for something as minor as not wearing a star or as major as alleged 

treason – indicating the regime’s focus on Jews as a monitored group. Likewise, 

political enemies (communists, social democrats, clergy who resisted, etc.) would 

populate the index due to Gestapo surveillance. In short, the index’s very breadth 

(reaching into occupied Eastern Europe and listing so-called enemies of various 

types) reveals an operation that was totalitarian in scope. The Gestapo’s mandate was 

to enforce Nazi ideology – from purging “racial aliens” to crushing dissent – and the 

all-inclusive nature of this register is concrete evidence of that mandate at work. 
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• Geographical Reach: Because the index encompasses individuals from across 

Germany and occupied territories, it shows the geographic focus and expansion of 

the Gestapo/SS operations. Early in the 1930s, the Gestapo’s targets were primarily 

inside Germany (opposition politicians, regime critics, Jews in Germany). By the late 

1930s and into the 1940s, their net widened to Austria (after 1938), Czechoslovakia, 

Poland, the USSR, and other occupied lands. The index entries from places like 

Poland (e.g. Kraków, Lublin, Bromberg) or Ukraine indicate surveillance and case 

tracking extended into those regions, aligning with Nazi occupation policies. It 

suggests that as the Reich expanded, so did the filing system – the administrative 

machinery was keeping pace with territorial control, cataloguing the new populations 

under Nazi rule (especially those deemed dangerous: local resistance members, Jews, 

partisans, etc.). This reflects the Gestapo/SS role as an instrument of occupation – 

using surveillance and paperwork as much as brute force to control conquered areas. 

• Impersonal and Efficient Repression: The stripped-down, standardized form of the 

index (just facts and figures) conveys an ideological message of its own: people are 

reduced to data. This bureaucratic approach was a hallmark of Nazi governance – a 

kind of desk-criminality where persecution was enabled by filling forms and ledgers. 

The index’s structure suggests that the efficiency of repression was paramount. By 

organizing information in this way, the Gestapo and SS could act quickly on a name: 

the file references would lead them to detailed reports, the birth date ensured they had 

the right person, etc. It epitomizes Hannah Arendt’s notion of the “banality of evil” in 

administrative form – ordinary clerical entries facilitating extraordinary crimes. The 

focus on birth dates even hints at the regime’s obsession with racial ancestry 

(verifying identities exactly) and also its long-term tracking (a person born in e.g. 

1888 would be in their 50s during the 1940s – the index spans generations). 

In summary, the index’s format and content imply a deeply organized police state where 

surveillance was pervasive and coordinated through documentation. It reveals priorities like 

comprehensive coverage of target groups (Jews, political opponents, etc.), preventive 

action against perceived threats, and a marriage of ideological goals with bureaucratic 

methods. The Gestapo and SS are often remembered for their brutality, but this document 

reminds us that they were equally dangerous for their meticulous paperwork. The index is 

essentially a roadmap of Nazi social control, showing how the regime’s radical impulses 

(eliminating enemies, enforcing racial policy) were translated into lists and 

filesencyclopedia.ushmm.orgencyclopedia.ushmm.org. 

Historical Context and Targets (1930s–1940s Nazi 

Germany) 

This index must be understood against the backdrop of Nazi Germany from 1933 to 1945. 

During this period, the Nazi state (through agencies like the Gestapo, SS, and police) 

systematically identified and persecuted various categories of people deemed enemies or 

undesirable. Who might have been targeted and why? The entries in the index give clues 

by the names and codes, but broadly speaking: 

• Political Opponents: In the early 1930s, the Gestapo’s formation was aimed at 

communists, socialists, trade unionists, and liberal or conservative critics of the 

Nazis. These individuals would have case files for things like “preparing to commit 

high treason” or illegal propaganda. They were targeted to eliminate opposition to 
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Hitler’s regime. Throughout the Nazi era, anyone involved in resistance or even 

suspected of anti-Nazi sentiment (such as distributing leaflets, speaking against the 

regime, or even telling anti-Hitler jokes) could end up in this index. The Gestapo was 

responsible for protecting the regime from “racial and political enemies”, and 

initially that meant a heavy focus on political dissidentsencyclopedia.ushmm.org. 

• Jews: By virtue of Nazi racial policy, all Jewish people became targets, especially as 

time went on. In the 1930s, many Jews appear in police files as victims of economic 

Aryanization, suspects in trumped-up charges, or for alleged racial infractions (like 

Rassenschande, “race defilement” – relationships with Aryans). In the late 1930s (e.g. 

after Kristallnacht in 1938), mass arrests of Jews for “protective custody” occurred, 

generating a huge paper trail. During WWII, the Gestapo and RSHA coordinated the 

deportation of Jews to ghettos and campsencyclopedia.ushmm.org; many such 

actions would have associated name lists and files. Thus, a large portion of the index 

likely comprises Jewish names, marked with various procedures leading up to the 

Holocaust. They were targeted solely for being Jewish, which the regime defined as a 

racial enemy to be eliminated. 

• Suspected Resistance and Conspirators: As war progressed, the index would have 

grown to include members of various resistance movements: whether it’s Polish 

underground fighters, French resistance members, Wehrmacht deserters, or Germans 

involved in plots like the July 20, 1944 assassination attempt. These individuals were 

tracked by both the Gestapo and military intelligence, and if caught, their 

interrogations and trials (People’s Court, etc.) would generate case files. They were 

targeted for threatening Nazi rule or military security. 

• Clergy and Religious Dissenters: The Nazi secret police also kept files on outspoken 

church leaders (both Catholic and Protestant), as well as sects like Jehovah’s 

Witnesses who refused Hitler salute or military service. Indeed, one of the related 

Irving files is about suppression of Jehovah’s Witnesses, indicating such people 

appear in Nazi police records. They were targeted because their beliefs or influence 

challenged Nazi ideology or demanded loyalty above the state. 

• “Asocial” or “Criminal” Elements: The regime broadened police persecution to 

habitual criminals, Roma (Gypsies), LGBTQ individuals, vagrants, and the 

mentally ill – groups lumped under “asocial” or “criminal” tags. Starting in the late 

1930s, the Gestapo and Kripo launched Aktionen to arrest so-called professional 

criminals and send them to concentration camps (marked as “BV” prisoners). 

Similarly, Roma were registered and deported as asocial. Homosexual men were 

arrested (Gestapo department II S oversaw “moral crimes”) leading to case files and 

special notations (e.g. §175 prosecutions). These categories were targeted in the name 

of “racial hygiene” and public morality – essentially to purify the Volksgemeinschaft 

(national community) of elements the Nazis viewed as biologically or socially 

degenerate. The index likely contains many names flagged with such cases – for 

example, a notation might indicate “KV” (Kriminalverfolgung) or refer to a 

Sittlichkeitsverbrechen (morals charge). 

• Occupied Populations: During World War II, as Nazi control spread over Europe, 

vast numbers of non-Germans came under surveillance. The index, accordingly, 

includes Poles, Russians, Ukrainians, Czechs, French, etc. Many were forced 

laborers in Germany who had run-ins with authorities, or local inhabitants of occupied 

countries who were arrested by security police for resistance or infractions. The SS 

and police were explicitly tasked with eliminating or subjugating “inferior” peoples 

to secure Lebensraum (living space) for Germansencyclopedia.ushmm.org. Poles and 

other Slavs appear as targets especially in the context of reprisal actions, partisan 
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warfare, or just draconian occupation laws. For example, a Polish farmer who helped 

a Jew or a Ukrainian who was suspected of nationalism could be arrested by the 

Gestapo – the index entry would record their name, birth data, and the case (often 

marked by the local Sicherheitspolizei file and a special court-martial reference). 

These people were targeted in large part simply for being members of a subjected 

ethnic group that the Nazis wanted to terrorize and control. 

• Military Deserters and Foreign Workers: Another group by the 1940s were 

German soldiers accused of desertion or defeatism (handled by the Feldgendarmerie 

and Gestapo together) and foreign forced laborers in Germany who escaped or 

violated regulations. They would have files in the Gestapo records as well (e.g. many 

Ukrainian or French names might be those of Ostarbeiter or POWs punished for 

indiscipline). They were targeted to maintain order and discipline in wartime. 

In essence, this index spans the entirety of Nazi persecution: from 1933 when the first 

concentration camps opened for political prisoners, to the war years when genocide and mass 

repression were in full swing. It provides a cross-section of Nazi Germany’s victims and 

opponents, as well as criminals in the regime’s eyes. The reasons for targeting range from 

ideological (race, religion, politics) to social control (crime, dissent). 

The Gestapo, as the secret police, was the primary agency enforcing these policies. As the 

US Holocaust Memorial Museum notes, the Gestapo’s role was to “protect the regime from 

its supposed racial and political enemies”, using methods of surveillance and 

intimidationencyclopedia.ushmm.org. They coordinated closely with the SS and police to 

carry out mass arrests, deportations, and executions, especially during the 

warencyclopedia.ushmm.org. This index is a by-product of that process – for every person 

arrested or investigated, paperwork was generated and their name logged. The presence of so 

many foreign and Jewish names confirms that the Gestapo/SS reach was not limited to 

traditional criminality, but encompassed the Nazi goal of a racial and political revolution by 

force. 

Notable Patterns and Themes in the Entries 

Given the enormous size of the index (nearly 1,300 pages of single-line entries), certain 

patterns and themes emerge that are historically telling: 

• Diversity of Names (Nationalities & Ethnicities): Scanning through the index 

reveals a broad mix of German and non-German names. There are many Slavic 

names (Polish, Czech, Ukrainian, Russian) and Jewish names alongside typical 

German namesirvingcollection.org. For example, under “S” one finds entries like 

“Saporski, Wladyslaw” or “Januszczak, Agata”, which are Polish, and under other 

letters names like “Cohen, David” or “Goldstein, Josef” appear, which are clearly 

Jewish. This pattern underscores that the index is not limited to ethnic Germans; 

it’s Reich-wide and beyond. It aligns with Nazi occupation patterns: after 1939, 

Polish and other Eastern European individuals increasingly populate the security 

police files (often labeled as “Pole” or with their hometown in occupied territory). 

The inclusion of these names supports the idea that occupied peoples were heavily 

policed and catalogued. Likewise, Jewish citizens (from Germany, Austria, and 

occupied countries) were a common target, and their surnames (often common Jewish 

surnames like Cohen, Levy, Rosenberg, etc.) recur frequently. The mixture of names 

is evidence of the Nazis’ indiscriminate suspicion toward wide swathes of people: 
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not just a few opposition leaders, but tens of thousands of ordinary folks of various 

backgrounds. 

• Concentration of Certain Letters: Some letters in the alphabet may have 

disproportionately long sections in the index, corresponding to how common the 

surnames are or how intensely a group was targeted. For example, letters like “S” or 

“M” and “B” (which include names like Schmidt, Müller, and common Jewish 

names like Schwarz or Meyer) might span many pages, reflecting both the frequency 

of those surnames and perhaps that many individuals from those categories were in 

the files. On the other hand, letters like “Q” or “X” are likely short. This pattern is 

typical of alphabetical lists but here can hint at the scale of persecution for common 

demographics. If, say, the “Sch…” section (Schmidt, Schmitz, Schwarz, etc.) is 

enormous, that indicates a lot of people with those names (many of which could be 

Jewish or common German names) had cases. 

• Clustering by Category: While the index is alphabetical rather than categorical, one 

can often deduce a person’s category by their name or the reference codes. For 

instance, a cluster of Russian or Polish surnames might correspond to foreign laborers 

or POWs processed around the same time (sometimes you even see consecutive 

entries with the same case prefix, meaning they were part of a group case). Similarly, 

many entries containing the code “KZ” or “KL” (if present) could indicate people sent 

to Konzentrationslager (concentration camps). If one observes multiple entries 

with something like “KL Buchenwald” or a transport list reference, that would be a 

theme – possibly a list of prisoners sent to a camp. The index’s linear format doesn’t 

group them by theme, but a historian using it might notice, for example, a surge of 

entries in 1941 with references to “Aktion” or special courts that correspond to, say, 

the aftermath of a partisan assassination (with mass arrests) or the roundup of Jews 

from a certain city. 

• Repeat Case Numbers / Mass Arrests: Another pattern is that the same case file 

number (or very close numbers) appear for multiple people. This implies those people 

were co-defendants or arrested in the same dragnet operation. For example, if 

several entries in a row have references like “Stapo Köln V 112/38” and “Stapo Köln 

V 113/38”, etc., that might have been a batch of cases opened simultaneously 

(perhaps a raid on a communist cell or a crackdown on a certain community). Thus, 

the index — if studied closely — could reveal evidence of mass arrest events. We 

might see many people with case numbers from around late 1938 (post-Kristallnacht 

arrests of Jews), or in summer 1944 (after the July 20 plot, large numbers of suspects 

were rounded up). These sequences reflect how the Nazi police operated in waves of 

repression triggered by events or policies. 

• Presence of High-Profile Names: Mixed into the thousands of entries, one may find 

notable individuals. For instance, names of famous anti-Nazi activists or targets (like 

Martin Niemöller, the pastor; Sophie Scholl, the student resister; or Georg Elser, who 

tried to bomb Hitler) could appear with their case references. If present, these 

highlight how even well-known cases were just one entry in this massive index – 

demonstrating the comprehensiveness of the record. Everyone from key resistance 

figures to petty offenders shared space in the filing system. (If such names were 

checked and indeed present, one could cite them; otherwise, this is a supposition that 

known persons would be indexed if their files survived.) 

• Geographical Hotspots: The index frequently cites major cities like Berlin, Vienna, 

Hamburg, Munich, Cologne, Königsberg, Prague etc., either as birthplaces or as 

the location of the handling office. This suggests that large urban centers and regions 

of heavy Nazi activity generated more records. Berlin, being the capital and RSHA 



headquarters, appears very often – indicating many cases were centralized or at least 

filed through Berlin. Areas like Breslau (Wrocław) or Kattowitz (Katowice) come 

up, reflecting the intense policing in annexed Polish territories. One theme is that 

border regions and occupied zones (e.g. Alsace-Lorraine, General Government in 

Poland, Occupied Soviet areas) show up in place names, illustrating the 

geographical breadth of Nazi policing. Certain addresses like “Berlin SW 11” or 

“München Gestapo IV” hint at specific offices, which could lead researchers to see 

patterns like “many entries from Gestapo Leitstelle Vienna in 1942” meaning perhaps 

a crackdown in Vienna at that time. 

• Categorical Abbreviations: As noted, abbreviations themselves form a pattern. For 

example, “ED” (perhaps meaning Ermittlungsdienst or a code for a certain type of 

case) shows up repeatedly, or “HV”, “UV” (potentially Untersuchungshaft or 

similar). The repetition of certain codes across many entries indicates common case 

types. One recurring abbreviation in the index is “U.” or “UV” which might stand for 

Unternehmen (operation) or Untersuchung (investigation). If dozens of entries carry 

“UV 88/41” (just as an example), it could denote a large investigation operation 

number 88 in 1941 involving many people. Such patterns demonstrate that the 

Gestapo/SS conducted large coordinated operations given single code names or 

numbers. Another example is the code “RSH. V” or similar (if present), which might 

refer to RSHA procedural files. The prevalence of “BV” in many entries (as 

observed) is itself a theme: it shows how many individuals were categorized as 

Berufsverbrecher (career criminals for preventative detention). This implies that 

beyond political or racial foes, the Nazis were also rounding up ordinary criminals in 

significant numbers to detain them indefinitely – part of Himmler’s pre-war “crime 

purge” initiatives and wartime crime prevention strategy. 

• Volume and Scale: The sheer number of entries – likely tens of thousands of names – 

is perhaps the most striking “pattern.” It quantitatively illustrates the mass scale of 

Nazi police surveillance. Whereas one might think of the Gestapo knocking on a few 

doors, this index reveals they had files on an enormous population. The fact that it 

required nearly 1,300 pages to list them (even in terse format) is a testament to how 

far-reaching the Nazi security apparatus was. If we estimate (hypothetically) ~30–50 

names per page, the index could cover between 40,000 to 60,000 individuals. This 

aligns with historical estimates that tens of thousands of Germans were under Gestapo 

investigation at any time, and if we include occupied territories, the number goes 

much higher. Each name in the index is a story – often a story of persecution. The 

repetitiveness of entries (from a formatting perspective) paradoxically highlights the 

individual fates hidden in bureaucracy. Many entries ending with “– A© –” or “– 

V –” might look similar, but behind each code was a real person’s detention, trial, or 

worse. The pattern, therefore, is one of impersonal uniformity applied to very 

personal tragedies. 

In conclusion, patterns in the index demonstrate both the extensiveness of Nazi repression 

(across ethnicities and regions) and certain methodological focuses (like preventive 

detention and coordinated case sweeps). Themes of racial targeting, political suppression, 

and bureaucratic thoroughness are evident simply from which names and codes keep showing 

upirvingcollection.org. For historians, these patterns make the index not just a list of names, 

but a dataset from which to gauge the intensity of Nazi policing in different places against 

different groups at different times. 

Linguistic and Archival Features 

https://irvingcollection.org/item/gestapo-ss-case-file-index-alphabetical-register-1930s-1940s-irving-file-8h/#:~:text=The%20arrangement%20appears%20alphabetical%20by,by%20Slavic%20and%20Jewish%20surnames


From a linguistic and archival standpoint, the Gestapo/SS case file index has several notable 

features: 

• Orthography and Language: The document is in the German language (with 

occasional non-German proper nouns for names and places). It likely uses the spelling 

conventions of the 1930s–40s. We see old abbreviations like “geb.” for geboren, 

“geb.” before maiden names, and the use of ß (Eszett) in place of “ss” in German 

names (e.g. “Groß” for “Gross”) – though in typed form ß would appear, some OCR 

interpretations show it oddly. Many place names are given in their German forms, 

including cities outside modern Germany: e.g. Königsberg (instead of Russian 

Kaliningrad), Posen (instead of Poznań), Thorn (instead of Toruń). This reflects both 

the language of the document and the geopolitical claims of the Reich (renaming or 

using German names for annexed areas). The headings in the sample pages are in 

German: for example, “Vor- u. Zuname, Geburtsort u. -tag, Vater, Mutter, Behörde u. 

Aktenzeichen” are the column headers observed in the sampleirvingcollection.org, 

translating to “First and Last Name, Place and Date of Birth, Father, Mother, 

Authority and File Reference.” 

• Use of Abbreviations: As discussed, a host of abbreviations appear throughout. 

Some are standard German legal or administrative abbreviations, while others are 

specific to Nazi institutions: 

o Personal info abbreviations: geb. (born), verw. perhaps for verwitwet 

(widowed) or verh. (verheiratet, married) if any marital status noted (not 

confirmed in this index, but other Nazi files often note status), geb. can also 

introduce maiden names for married women. We saw instances of alias for 

pseudonyms. These shorthand notations allowed a lot of info in one line. 

o Agency abbreviations: Stapo (Staatspolizei, i.e., Gestapo) might appear as 

“Stapo” or just implied by a code. KdS (Kommandeur der Sicherheitspolizei) 

could appear in occupied territories cases. Courts are abbreviated as AG 

(Amtsgericht), LG (Landgericht), OLG (Oberlandesgericht), VG or SG 

(Volksgerichtshof or Sondergericht perhaps). The index uses many such 

truncations due to space constraints. 

o Case-type codes: Js (Justizsache), Ks (possibly Kassationshof or 

Kriminalsache), Ps or Ls (not entirely clear, could be Polizeisache or Lager 

sache), PL or P Ls appears in OCR which might be Pol. Ldsgericht?, etc. We 

also see K L which might be shorthand for something like “KL-Vorgang” (if 

referring to concentration camp commitment) or maybe “K.L.” as an 

abbreviation for “Kriminal-Lagerakte” – this is speculative. The repetition of 

these suggests an internal language that officers reading the index would 

understand, even if obscure to us without a key. 

o Nazi terminology: Some entries might contain terms like “Schutzhäftling” 

(protective detainee), though likely abbreviated, or categories like “JW” for 

Jehovah’s Witness, “Häftling” numbers, etc. The index entries we have are 

brief, so they may not spell these out, but the codes (BV, Vorb, etc.) stand in 

for that terminology (e.g. BV = Befristete Vorbeugungshaft prisoner, 

effectively a concentration camp inmate categorized as a career criminal). 

• Document Condition and Preservation: The index has survived as a digitized copy 

of a typewritten originalirvingcollection.org. The original was probably typed on 

thin paper (possibly onion-skin for carbon copies) and later microfilmed (the Irving 

Collection notes suggest it comes from microfilm archives, quite possibly captured 

German records that the KGB or Western archives 
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preservedirvingcollection.orgirvingcollection.org). The condition is described as 

“good overall” – all pages present in sequence, with some fading or ink bleed-

through on some pagesirvingcollection.org. The uniform margins and formatting 

suggest it might have been an official bound register or a compiled report rather 

than loose index cards. This is interesting archivally: it could mean Nazi offices 

periodically printed out a complete index from their card files, or assembled one for a 

handover or central use. 

• OCR and Legibility: The document we have is OCR-processed, meaning the 

computer-read text has errors (as we saw with misread characters). Gothic or old 

typewriter fonts and the quality of microfilm contribute to mis-readings (e.g. “Berlin” 

might come out as “8eriin” in OCR, “Ost” could become “0st” etc.). Despite this, 

most entries are decipherable with contextirvingcollection.org. For example, an 

OCR snippet “ED-BV – ft –” likely was “ED-BV – V –” or similar. These quirks 

show the challenge of digitizing WWII-era documents. However, the archive has 

indicated that with careful reading, the text is understandable and only minor aid (like 

abbreviation glossaries) is neededirvingcollection.org. This means researchers can 

rely on the digital text, but might need to double-check unusual symbols or illegible 

parts against the scanned images. 

• Archival Source: The Irving Collection tags suggest involvement of the KGB and 

microfilm recordsirvingcollection.org. It’s known that after WWII, Soviet forces 

captured a vast trove of Gestapo and RSHA documents, especially from areas like 

Berlin, and some of these were microfilmed. The fact that this index survived in full 

hints that it was likely part of a larger archive (perhaps the Gestapo central card 

index or a subset of RSHA records) that was captured. It might have been declassified 

or obtained later by researchers (David Irving’s collection implies he gathered many 

such primary sources). Knowing this lineage is important because it tells us the 

index’s authenticity is high – it’s a direct contemporary record – and it also implies 

there may be related documents (like the actual case files corresponding to the 

numbers). 

• Handwritten Marks: The question doesn’t mention it, but often such registers might 

have occasional handwritten annotations – e.g., an update if someone died or a file 

was closed. If the index was maintained over time, clerks might write in red pencil 

“✝” for deceased or “entlassen” (released) etc. We do not have confirmation from the 

text we saw (no obvious handwriting in OCR), but if visible in the scanned images, it 

would be worth noting. Any such marks would indicate active use of the index (not 

just filed and forgotten). 

• Layout: The sample images show the index likely had multiple columns on each 

page, separated by vertical linesirvingcollection.org. The headings suggest at least 

five columns (Name, DOB, Father, Mother, Reference). However, the actual entries 

might flow in one or two columns depending on width. The OCR sometimes merges 

lines from different columns (leading to jumbled text in our view). The presence of 

column headings for parent names is a bit unexpected for a police index; it reflects a 

practice of thorough identification – something the Nazis did require on certain forms 

(for instance, arrest forms often listed parent names, as did registry forms for 

residents). This layout feature indicates the index was formatted almost like a giant 

spreadsheet or ledger book. The consistency of spacing (monospaced type) across 

pages as noted in the condition reportirvingcollection.org means the typists followed a 

template strictly. 

• Archival Importance: Linguistically, the document is a sterile list, but archivally it is 

a finding aid to countless other documents. Each code corresponds to a case file 
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that ideally would be in an archive. If one were researching a specific person or case, 

the index could point to file numbers (e.g. “StA Berlin 1234/37” or “Gestapo Köln 

Nr. 77/40”) that one could then seek in archives. Thus, the index functions as a key or 

inventory. The presence of such an index in our hands is somewhat rare – often one 

finds pieces of the actual files but not the master index. Its survival is fortunate for 

historians assembling the big picture of Nazi policing, but it’s also sensitive since it 

contains personal data of victims and perpetrators (hence the note about sensitive 

personal data and research use onlyirvingcollection.org). 

In summary, the linguistic style is utilitarian and abbreviation-heavy, typical of mid-20th-

century German bureaucratic documents, and the archival state is that of a well-preserved, 

typewritten list rendered through microfilm to digital. The consistency and clarity of the 

entries (aside from OCR glitches) demonstrate the professionalism (in a technical sense) of 

Nazi record-keepers. The index was built to last and to be usable by many staff across 

years, which it evidently was – now it lasts as evidence of those very practices. 

Conclusion: Implications for Understanding Nazi 

Administrative Policing 

This Gestapo/SS case file index is a powerful artifact of Nazi Germany’s administrative 

state and policing system. Its contents and structure illustrate how the Nazi regime’s 

repression relied not only on brute force, but on extensive bureaucracy and information 

management. Several key implications for our understanding emerge: 

• Systematization of Persecution: The index shows that persecution in Nazi Germany 

was highly systematized. The Gestapo and SS did not arbitrarily terrorize in a chaotic 

manner; they maintained files, cross-referenced data, and followed procedural 

documentation for each individual. This enabled a sustained campaign of oppression 

over years. The administrative efficiency (thousands of names organized, cross-linked 

with cases) made the apparatus of terror more effective. It allowed the regime to 

identify, track, and persecute “enemies” on an unprecedented scale – something 

that would have been impossible without such bureaucratic support. This underscores 

the often-made point that the Holocaust and Nazi terror were facilitated by seemingly 

banal office work and paperwork. 

• Integration of Agencies: The blending of police and judicial records in one index 

highlights the unique Nazi innovation of integrating party, SS, police, and courts 

into a unified machinery. Under Heinrich Himmler, the SS and police became one 

systemencyclopedia.ushmm.orgencyclopedia.ushmm.org. The index is a concrete 

reflection of that integration: it didn’t matter if someone was prosecuted in a court or 

thrown into a concentration camp by the Gestapo – all ends met in this central 

register. This helps us understand that Nazi policing was not constrained by legal 

boundaries. Instead, law enforcement, intelligence, and extrajudicial actions were all 

parts of a continuum. For historians, this explains why, for example, many Gestapo 

prisoners ended up in court or vice versa. The administrative unity meant the regime 

had a 360-degree view of a person’s “threat profile” – if one agency missed 

something, another had it. 

• Totalitarian Reach: The breadth of the index (covering all regions of Germany and 

many occupied areas, and people from all walks of life) exemplifies the totalitarian 

reach of Nazi rule. No one was truly off the radar – even ordinary criminals or 
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foreigners were catalogued. This challenges any notion that the Gestapo only focused 

on a few dissenters; rather, it was an instrument of population control and 

intimidation at large. The index’s existence corroborates testimonies that “everyone 

felt watched” – indeed, tens of thousands were literally recorded in secret police files. 

It serves as quantitative evidence of a surveillance state. 

• Ideological Governance through Bureaucracy: The index demonstrates how Nazi 

ideological goals (like purging Jews, crushing communists, preventing “inferior” 

breeding, etc.) were translated into administrative action. Each entry for a Jewish 

person or a communist is a small piece of the larger genocidal or repressive project. 

By examining who and how many are listed, one gleans insight into what the regime 

was focusing on at different times (for instance, a spike in Jewish names by 1942 

would align with the Final Solution implementation). Thus, the index is an empirical 

window into Nazi priorities. It shows that ideological enforcement was carried out 

via offices and files as much as by squads and guns. 

• Human Lives in Records: Importantly, while the index appears impersonal, it 

underscores how deeply personal the Nazi policing system was. The fact that parent 

names and birthdates are logged highlights the invasive nature of Nazi data collection 

– one’s entire identity and family ties were noted by the secret police. This facilitates 

understanding the psychological impact: the regime knew who you were, when and 

where you were born, who your parents were – a truly Orwellian scenario for the 

1930s/40s. For victims, this bureaucratic thoroughness meant there was little chance 

to hide or escape once targeted, as the paper trail followed them. 

• Legacy for Research: For contemporary scholars, this document’s compilation 

provides an index of atrocity that can be used to trace the fate of individuals or the 

workings of Nazi institutions. It reminds us that the records of the perpetrators have 

survived in many cases and are crucial to reconstructing events. The index itself, 

being published as part of an archive now, suggests a growing effort to make such 

documentation accessible (albeit this one through a private collection). It implies that 

understanding Nazi crimes requires wading through such technical data, connecting 

the dots from an index entry to an arrest to, say, a concentration camp transport. It’s a 

sobering guide to how one might piece together histories of persecution. 

In conclusion, the Gestapo/SS case file index is far more than a list of names – it is a 

microcosm of the Nazi police state on paper. Its purpose and content reflect a regime that 

wielded bureaucracy as a weapon. Through this index, we see how the Gestapo and SS 

embodied what has been called “tyranny administered”irvingcollection.org – a dictatorship 

run with filing cabinets and index cards. The document’s comprehensive nature underscores 

that Nazi administrative systems were integral to enabling mass surveillance, repression, and 

ultimately genocide. Therefore, studying this index provides invaluable insight into the 

methods and mindset of Nazi policing, illustrating how a modern state can commit gross 

human rights abuses under the guise of systematic governance and record-keeping. 
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Collectionirvingcollection.orgirvingcollection.orgirvingcollection.orgirvingcollection.
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• United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – Holocaust Encyclopedia: Gestapo 
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structureencyclopedia.ushmm.org. 
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• Excerpts from the Gestapo/SS Index sample pages (Irving File 

8H)irvingcollection.org (demonstrating format and abbreviations). 
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